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Fat Man and the Storytellers:
Los' Alamos in Fiction
C. L. SONNICHSEN

When the first atomic bomb was detonated at Trinity Site on the New
Mexico desert on July 5, 1945,1 the Los Alamos scientists were the first
to recognize the enormity of what they had done. "Now," said K. T.
Bainbridge to Robert Oppenheimer as they watched the mushroomshaped cloud boil up into the stratosphere, "we are all sons-of-bitches."2
Two groups of thoughtful Americans agreed with Bainbridge: the Concerned Scientists and the storytellers-the novelists. The novelists
probably had more impact. They dramatized what the men of science
reported and contributed immensely to what might be called the "Scaring of America." Several hundred of these fictions were published in
the forty years, following Hiroshima, ranging from adventure storiesatomic Wild West-to classics like On the Beach, Fail Safe, and Alas,
C. L. Sonnichsen is the senior editor of the Journal of Arizona History and the author
of many books, including Roy Bean: Law West of the Pecos (1943), From Hopalong to Hud:
Thoughts on Western Fiction (1978), and The Ambidextrous Historian: Historical Writers and
Writing in the American West (1981).
1. For a comprehensive work on the subject, see Richard Rhodes, The Making of the
Atom Bomb (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1986).
2. Ferenc Morton Szasz, The Day the Sun Rose Twice (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1985), 90.
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BabylanP Twenty of them, both good and bad, were set at or near Los
Alamos or were Los Alamos related. They describe the birth of the
bomb, picture life on the Hill, and reveal the reactions of scientists and
laymen at the beginning of the Atomic Age.
, In essence they look for answers to three great questions:
• HOW DID IT HAPPEN? The building of the bomb.
• WHO BEARS THE GUILT? The scientists, the military, or all of us?
• WHERE WILL IT END? Can humanity survive a nuclear holocaust?
The Los Alamos novelists did not go into action at once. There
were too many obstacles. For one thing, security was still tight. The
H-bomb was being tested in the Nevada deserts and in the South
Pacific. Los Alamos was still inaccessible. The people who had been
on the Hill and were now on the outside were not novelists or were
not talking. When the Cold War began in 1946 it further inhibited
potential novelists. The Russians now had their own bomb and each
side feared that the other would attempt a first strike. American bombers armed with nuclear bombs patrolled as far as Italy and submarines
carrying nuclear missiles prowled the Atlantic. 4 Children were saying
"If I grow up" instead of "When I grow up."s It was not an encouraging
time for nuclear novelists.
Long before the Cold War showed signs of thawing out, however,
novelists began to speak up. It was true that people in general had
gone back to work, seemingly reconciled to the situation, causing much
foreboding among bomb-conscious thinkers and writers. In 1972, for
example, Jonathan Schell complained in The Fate of Earth that "in spite
of the immeasurable importance of nuclear weapons, the world has
declined, on the whole, to think about them very much.,,6
Such indifference, if it existed, was certainly not the fault of the
novelists'. Before much was known about what went on at the laboratory on the Hill, novelists were concerned, and early in the fifties,
3. Paul Brians, Nuclear Holocausts: Atomic War In Fiction, 1895-1984 (Kent, Ohio: Kent
State University Press, 1987). This remarkable book lists over 800 novels and short stories
dealing with nuclear warfare and its consequences. It omits, however, novels dealing
with nuclear accidents, threatened nuclear warfare, and stories in which nuclear bombs
are used as bargaining chips. If such stories were included, the count would approach
a thousand. Fiction writers went into action almost at once after Hiroshima. Brians
discusses over sixty fiction titles published between 1946 and 1951, and the presses have
never stopped rolling since.
4. Flora Lewis, One of Our H-Bombs Is Missing . .. (New York: McGraw-Hill Book
Company, 1967).
5. "Under a Cloud," Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), August 9, 1987, discusses in detail
the Cold War near-hysteria in one American city.
6. Jonathan Schell, The Fate of Earth (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1982), 3-4.
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when manuscripts were still being censored, they were asking the great
questions.
The first novel to show concern, published in 1949, was The Big
Barbecue by Santa Fe mystery writer Dorothy B. Hughes. It is a light
and frothy concoction portraying with gentle satire the activities and
the personalities of the Santa Fe artists' colony. The title does not refer
to a nuclear holocaust, as might be expected, but to a political rally,
the climactic scene of the novel, with solid and liquid refreshments.
The spotlight is on Ariadne Pontious: eighteen, nubile, and ready to
use her impressive equipment, natural and artificial, in the mating
game. She works as a model for famous artist Willie Buffoon and
conducts a running battle, culminating in betrothal with Willie's brother
Nat, a spasmodic and intermittent writer.
Los Alamos casts a light-gray shadow over Hughes' menagerie of
peculiar Anglo and Hispanic characters. The government pays high
wages to local men and women who find work on the Hill, thereby
leaving their former employers without help or comfort. There is, besides, 'some uneasiness about what is going on on the mesa. Even the
untutored natives know that a bomb is being built (they call it a "bum"),
and dangerous gamma rays are supposedly being released into the
atmosphere. Only one scientist appears, a physicist named Simon feriwinkle, an unsuccessful contender for Ariadne's favor. Just once does
Hughes show that she is aware of the Great Questions. Nat is talking
seriously, for once, to Ariadne:
I could blame Simon [for the atomic bomb] just as I could blame
every physicist large or small who has given a lot of his talents to
the project.... There'd be no more of that nonsense if all of them
would quietly refuse to have any part of bomb-making. Presumably, they are the cream of twentieth century's intelligentsia. Surely
it must have occurred to them, wherever they are, all over the
world, that they could quit cold. The guys that hire the bombs
couldn't make a cream puff. 7
Hughes' eminently practical suggestion was, of course, not heeded.
Only one other novelist was able to treat Los Alamos lightly, and
he waited twelve years to do it. In 1961 Frederick O'Malley published
a curious novel called The Affair of the Red Mosaic, another barbed shaft
aimed at the artists and their lifestyle in Taos and old Mexico, with the
bomb as a side issue.
Word has come to Washington that a new apparat of secret Russian
7. Dorothy B. Hughes, The Big Barbecue (New York: Random House, 1949),236.
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operatives is being organized to take up where spy Klaus Fuchs left
off. Two debonair and completely unscrupulous U.S. agents descend
upon Taos, posing as big-time art dealers. Mrs. Collier-Bedington, a
rich patroness of the arts who is really a Russian spy in deep cover,
falls for their pseudo-sophisticated jargon and employs them as her
agents in a complicated scam resulting in the kidnapping of a Los
Alamos scientist, his transportation to Mexico, and his eventual passage to Russia aboard a Soviet submarine. Hanigen and Hoefler, the
two ostensible art dealers, break up a spy nest in Mexico and destroy
the Russian submarine, emerging with Mrs. C. B.'s money and much
more.
The novel is a light-hearted, tongue-in-cheek romp and is not to
be taken seriously, but it has some great moments, among them Hanigen's spiel as he recommends a wretched daub concocted hastily by
Hoefler to Mrs. C. B.: n . . • and look now lower.... Note that the
images, however juxtaposed, cannot break from his formal solipsis,
which reaches its emotional equivalent in the lightning slash of somber
color which implies the rare distinction of grief.... " and so on for
three pages. 8
Hughes and O'Malley were the first novelists who dared to treat
the bomb with levity. It is worth noting, however, that in 1954 the
movie Dr. Strangelove made gruesome and hilarious fun of mad scientists and stupid generals. The implication was that these irresponsibles, of all people, should not be trusted with the future of mankind.
Serious fiction about Los Alamos began in 1950 with Michael Amrine's Secret, a sprawling, intense, deeply felt indictment of the scientists, the military men, and the bomb business, focusing on, the
secrecy and tight security under which the bomb was built, tested, and
used. The intense and ultimately fruitless pursuit of secrecy trailed
several other issues in its wake. One was the scientist's obligation to
share his discoveries and work for the good of all mankind. 9 Another
was the military mind, its suspiciousness, secretiveness, and rigidity.
Another was the fatal error of allowing politicians, including the President of the United States, to play games with nuclear energy. Amrine
wrestles with these matters, and more, in his ominous novel covering
bomb history from Los Alamos to the testing of the H-bomb.
8. Patrick O'Malley, The Affair of the Red Mosaic (New York: M.S. Mill Co., 1961),5354.

9. The late George Kistiakowski of Harvard University, for example, said in a televised interview that he spent the third twenty years of his life working on the A-bomb
and the final twenty years trying to undo what he had done. (The interview was rebroadcast on Station KUAT, Tucson, Arizona, on September 11, 1987.)
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Benjamin Franklin Halvorson, who in most ways matches Oppenheimer, leaves his family and his Baltimore university to work for
Oppenheimer at Oak Ridge, Chicago, and Los Alamos. He has dreadful
doubts about what he is doing but cannot, in Hughes' phrase, "quit
cold." After Hiroshima, Ben goes to work for an organization of concerned scientists and as a result is humiliated before a congressional
committee, just as Oppenheimer was. At the end of the novel, however,
he has answered the call again. He joins "Little Max" Mannheim, once
his physics professor at Gottingen, who has come to Chicago to make
"a bigger bang." The army is the great villain, in Amrine's view, and
the military mind is the chief obstacle to sensible handling of the bomb
problem. "1 would not trust the Army," says Ben's intelligent wife Beth,
"to do a good job of looting."to
Ben has a vision in a New York hotel room of the destruction of
the city by a nuclear firestorm. He never succeeds, however, in detaching himself from the chain of events which may bring about such
destruction.
A reader may be somewhat startled to note that words and even.
whole sentences have been blacked out-censored-by a representative of a government agency. The generals were still trying to lock the
barn in 1950, five years after our atomic horse had been stolen.
In 1955, the second novel to deal seriously with the forbidden City
on the Hill was published. This was Dexter Masters' The Accident, a
graphic demonstration of what may happen to any or all of us ifthe
worst befalls. It isbased on an actual occurrence at Los Alamos on May
21, 1946, nine months after the event at Hiroshima. 1I Young physicist
Louis Saxl is conducting an experiment that involves bringing two
hemispheres of plutonium closer and closer together to measure the
results. His hand slips, the hemispheres join, and begin throwing off
intense radiation. Saxl pulls the hemispheres apart with his bare hands
and is fatally burned. Other scientists standing nearby are exposed but
recover. Saxl dies a lingering and painful death and the reader goes
every step of the way with him.
Louis is everything· a young scientist should be-bright, ambitious, and modest. He even writes some pretty good poetry. These
things make his fate more pitiable, but they are not what interest the
>

10. Michael Armine, Secret, a Novel (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1950),77. Guy Furness, writing in the Chicago Tribune for September 15, 1950, rates Secret as "slightly poorer
than fair," but concedes that "as an essay it is interesting." Armine's preaching is, indeed,
more impressive than his plotting, but he has something important to say.
11. See Stewart Alsop and Ralph E. Lapp, "The Strange Death of Louis Slotin,"
Saturday Evening Post (March 6, 1954), 25; 90-92.
I
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medical men. The effects of radiation have not been much investigated
and five or six doctors have been imported to observe his symptoms.
A pathologist, ready to conduct an autopsy, is waiting in a Santa Fe
hotel. The reader watches it all in fascinated horror.
Masters, however, is not simply writing a tragedy. He is asking
how this .could have happened and how likely we all are to share the
same fate. There is also the question of responsibility. Who is to blame?
In Masters' view the scientists bear the guilt. They have abdicated their
position as scientists and become mere engineers and technicians. The
generals, the men with the military minds, are almost as guilty. David
Thiel, a crippled and disillusioned young physicist, is Masters' spokesman. He is addressing Colonel Hugh, the commanding officer:
"Nine months after the end of the war and this is still an Army
post still making bombs, and in Washington the military mind
beating its brains out to make sure it keeps control of what us
scientists, meaning us engineers and technicians, have put together, and the military mind has developed as the only contribution to the test of the new bombs at Bikini. I know very few
scientists who are much interested in these tests. Here a distinguished group of doctors have gathered to observe the progress
of radiation sickness in one unfortunate American while an enormous number of Japanese civilians died because all their doctors
had been eliminated in one American 'experiment.' "12
There is no suspense in The Accident-only a steady progress toward the inevitable conclusion. The story has power and impact, however, because Masters is passionately in earnest. There is nothing casual
about his handling of the great questions.
While the Americans were busy at Los Alamos, their British counterparts were developing a bomb of their own and making progress.
Fear that the Germans might produce one first drove them on. Some
of their physicists visited the forbidden city and the two groups were
in communication. The Englishmen were as deeply concerned about
nuclear destruction. Their qualms and forebodings were dramatized
by the distinguished novelist and physicist C. P. Snow in The New Men
(1954).

Snow's interest is divided between human relationships and nuclear matters. The story involves two brothers, Lewis and Martin Eliot,
and what goes on between them. Lewis is a high-ranking government
12. Dexter Masters, The Accident (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1955), 192.
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official, ambitious for his younger brother. Martin, a physicist, is working on the British version of the A-bomb at the Barford laboratories,
where a pile is being constructed. The first attempt to initiate a chain
reaction fails, causing a catastrophe much like the one described by
Masters. Three scientists suffer severe radiation burns, and one of them
does not survive.
Martin is offered the director's job when the chief turns out to be
a Russian agent and is forced to resign. Lewis expects Martin to take
this next step toward distinction, but he turns it down. He "quits cold"
and becomes a teacher, thereby freeing himself from his brother's domination and from his own guilt feelings for the part he has played in
developing nuclear explosives.
All the British scientists are deeply concerned .about the moral and
human implications of what they are doing. One of them hopes the
experiment will fail. "1 hope it is never possible," he says. "You don't
believe we could ever use it," another says to Lewis, and Lewis answers, "1 find it almost impossible."13
Martin, fearing the Germans, wants the bomb to be developed as
insurance. "I'd rather we got it first," he says, "so that we should have
some influence in case any maniac wants to use the damned thing."
When news of the Trinity test arrives, they refuse to believe that the
bomb will be used as a weapon.
After Hiroshima they hold indignation meetings and Martin makes
a public protest, to Lewis' great distress. They all blame the generals
and the bureaucrats for what has happened and try to eject Lewis (a
bureaucrat) from one of their meetings. "The party is over," they conclude, "for our kind of people, for dear old Western Man."14
In 1959, five years after Snow's investigation of troubled British
scientists, American novelist Pearl S. Buck published Command' the
Morning (title from the Book of Job), which depicts a group of troubled
American scientists. The book covers almost the entire history of the
Manhattan Project, but is most revealing in its account of the early
years of the Great Experiment. Interviews with the scientists themselves provide much rich detail not to be found elsewhere.
The narrative begins in 1950 when Dr. Burton Hall, a famous
physicist (created by Buck) takes charge of the infant project. The bomb
13. C. P. Snow, The New Men (New York: Scribner, 1954), 85.
14. Ibid., 185. Reviewers pummeled Snow severely for mixing brotherhood and
bombs. "Between their relationship and nuclear war," said a staff reviewer for The New
Yorker, Snow's novel."disintegrates." A few critics agreed with C. J. Rol (Atlantic, January
1957) that Snow's novel handles "a fearful new theme with impressive sensitivity."
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was then only an idea. Enrico Fermi had not yet found a way to control
nuclear fission in his Chicago laboratory, but the Americans, like the
British, were fearful that the Germans would have the bomb first and
were ready to move heaven and earth to get funded and get started.
Hall selects as his second in command a brilliant young physicist
named Stephen Coates and chooses as his personal assistant a still
younger (twenty-two) scientific genius, Jane Earle-tall, dark, and
beautiful but still unattached. She and Stephen fall in love (Stephen is
happily married) but keep a tight rein on their passion until the action,
rather late in the story, moves to Los Alamos. There everything changes.
Husbands and wives can no longer communicate freely and they drift
apart, playing "on the edge of love and death."ls Stephen's wife Helen
is one who strays. She returns to music which she gave up when she
married, and forms a relationship with Percy Hard, a charming English
scientist who is also a virtuoso pianist. When' Percy is exposed as a
Russian agent and has to leave, he almost sweeps Helen off her feet
and takes her along. She finds the strength to resist before it is too
late, however, and Stephen and Jane likewise "love honor more" and
give up their liaison.
Claiming her prerogative as a novehst, Buck seems determined
not to let history get in her way. She follows the main outline of events
in her combination soap opera and historical novel, but she introduces
an almost completely new cast of characters. Only a few of the faces
are familiar. The General (his name is never mentioned) is known as
Old Bubble Guts and brings to mind the military head of the project,
General Leslie R. Groves. Robert Eaves, the chief scientist-"slender,
nervous, and with a new tic in his right eyelid"-resembles Oppenheimer but his character is never developed and he has no real part
in the action. In the same far-off fashion Buck reconstructs the accident
which claimed the life of a young scientist in 1946.
She is really in earnest, however, about the moral implications of
the Great Experiment. The scientists are deeply disturbed about actually using the bomb, and Stephen heads a delegation which pleads
with the powers in Washington not to take the final step. Hall, after
inspecting the ruins of Hiroshima with a Japanese friend, falls back on
the language of his Quaker father to measure the guilt which he shares.
It is "a sin against the Holy Christ. The unpardonable sin."16
Such considerations, however, seem almost beside the point to
15. Pearl S. Buck, Command the Morning (New York: The John Day Company, 1959),
207.
16. Ibid., 300.
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Frank Waters, who,published his The Woman at Otowi Crossing in 1966.
Waters, in the terminology of the 1980s, is a "metaphysical" who- sees
these matters in the light of eternity and refuses to be frightened.
Having made himself very much at horne in northern New Mexico,
and having worked for two years on the Hill, Waters tells his story as
an insider. His book is really a fictional history of the Manhattan Project, from ranch school to the South Pacific, but his focus is on an
extraordinary woman named Helen Chalmers,' a fugitive from her debauched husband and soulless rich in-laws back east. She ekes out a
living by serving light meals to the traveling public at a small tea room
just under the Hill. Oppenheimer, Edward Teller, Fuchs, and many
more corne to sample her chocolate cake. Her real business, however,
is sorting out the meaning of life, and she finds answers and friends
among the local pueblo Indians. Waters is part Indian himself and
believes that primitive peoples are closer to the eternal truths than
supposedly more sophisticated individuals. Helen, a true mystic, has
moments of illumination and develops powers and insights bordering
on the supernatural. She has a vision of the mushroom-shaped cloud
which gets talked about and brings the FBI to her door. By the time
she dies of cancer, she has become a local legend and her fame is
spreading.
Waters tells a story so complicated that the reader is at first puzzled
and wonders where he is heading. To add to the puzzlement, he has
some special ideas which make one uneasy. He is suspicious of city
ways, as he demonstrates when Helen attends a theatrical performance
in New York and finds that the characters are all nymphomaniacs,
homosexuals, and perverts, reminding her of the creatures "under a
rotten 10g:117 His rich easterners are caricatures and his poor Indians
are seers and saints. The puzzlement recedes, however, when one
realizes what he is trying to say. He is talking about unity, the oneness
of everything, the inevitability of everything that happens, the contribution of everything to the universal harmony. Helen experiences
a cataclysmic explosion that bursts asunder the shell of the world
about her, revealing its inner reality with its brilliant flash. In the
blinding brightness all mortal appearances dissolved and were
replaced by eternal meanings, great shimmering waves of pure
feeling which had no other expression than this, and these were
so closely entwined and harmonized that they formed an indivisible rhythm, a selfhood that connected her, the universe and all
17. Frank Waters, The Woman at Otowi Crossing (Denver: Alan Swallow, 1966), 184.
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space and all time in one immortal existence that had never had
a beginning nor would ever have an end. 18
For Waters, Los Alamos is only a symbol of man's materialism. In
the cycles of cosmic time the bomb could be only a minor incident and
might be making its contribution to the harmony of the whole.
Although Waters neatly sidesteps the great issues of military secrecy, the responsibility of science, the danger to humanity, other novelists were ready to face them. The Atomic Energy Act was passed in
1954 and the establishment of the Department of Energy (DOE) kept
the debates going, providing new material for other indignant writers.
Continued attempts to impose secrecy stirred up a major controversy
in 1978. The detonator was an essay called "The Secret of the H-bomb,"
written by free-lance journalist Howard Morland and prepared for a
small, liberal journal called The Progressive based in Madison, Wisconsin. By this time the principles of the A-bomb were pretty well known,
but the government still kept a high fence around the H-bomb, fathered
by Edward Teller. Morland had no difficulty, however, in getting close
to Teller's "secret." He did it by sifting unclassified journal articles and
asking questions of physicists who were not pledged to secrecy. The
completed article was sent to several experts for criticism and a copy
went to the DOE in Washington.
There was trouble at once. The DOE won a temporary injunction
delaying publication of the article and sued for a permanent injunction.
The case aroused considerable public interest. The American Civil Liberties Union took a hand in the defense and a battery of lawyers on
both sides prepared for trial. The government dropped the case, however, when it became apparent that Morland was not the only one who
had come close to the secret. He commented in his book The Secret That
Exploded, "What one private citizen could ferret out, another could
tOO."19

A potent argument in the case was provided by a graduate student
named Rostow who volunteered to go out to Los Alamos and see what
he could turn up in the library, where he had been before. He asked
for, and was given, a laboratory report on one aspect of the H-bomb
which should have been classified and was not. He made copies and
mailed them to several big newspapers before the librarian and the
18. Ibid., 30.
19. Howard Morland, The Secret That Exploded (New York: Random House, 1981),
220. See also A. DeVolpi, G. E. Marsh, T. A. Postol, G. S. Stanford, Born Secret: The HBomb, the 'Progressive' Case and National Security (New York: Pergamon Press, 1981). The
book reprints Morland's essay and his diagrams.
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DOE caught on. Rostow's coup was a mortal wound to the government's case.
Rostow's exploit provided the basic situation for David Quammen's 1983 novel, The Zolta Configuration. (Stefan Zolta, a Hungarian
associate of Teller, made Teller's idea for the H-bomb work. The Zolta
configuration was his contribution.) Jeffrey Katy, a brilliant graduate
student in physics, duplicates Rostow's exploit and mails the xerox
copy to his dead brother's best friend, a medical student named Maberty As a consequence Maberry's life is completely disrupted as various individuals and agencies, including the FBI and probably the
Russians, destroy his property and endanger his life as they hunt for
the manuscript. The most interesting of the seekers is Karen Ives, a
beautiful lawyer employed by the ACLU. She wants the manuscript
to use at the Morland trial. The rest want it for other political and
personal reasons. The chase leads to Santa Fe, where Karen gets shot
to death and Maberry picks up the trail of the real villain, which leads
him into a trap at White Sands and destroys him.
Quammen shows signs of superior education (he mentions Titus
Andronicus without self-consciousness) and he writes crisply and briskly.
His plot is so complicated, however, and it is so hard to know who
killed whom, or if the corpse is really dead, that one suspects he is
spoofing the spy novel. He is certainly not writing about the bomb
from a lofty moral standpoint but he can hardly avoid the issue of
secrecy since he starts with the Morland affair. A minor character named
Albert Varvara expresses Quammen's point of view:
So a small lefty magazine called The Progressive wanted to publish
an article describing the H-bomb's ignition system. Don't ask me
why. Making some point about government secrecy, is what they
claim. The Department of Energy got an injunction out. The article
is now locked away in a bank vault. It was just an anti-nuclear
paste job, anyway. Freelance writer named Howard Morland, former Air Force jockey with a medical discharge, former dropout
and bum. 20
Having thus bitten the hand that fed him, Quammen makes a little
fun of the FBI, the Oakland police force, and the DOE. He is most
respectful, however, of Oppenheimer, who might almost be called the
hero of the book. A close second is Hilda Brock, a German scientist,
who was once in love with Oppenheimer and who may be a Russian
agent. She is nevertheless an appealing human being. Quammen is at
20. David Quammen, The Zo/ta Configuration (Garden City: Doubleday, 1983), 33.
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his best in recounting the personal histories of his chief characters,
including Hilda's. The great issues, however, are never much on his
mind. True, Hilda calls the H-bomb "an evil treasure," but the book is
not intended to be anything more than a good thriller.
A persistent question arising in the minds of scientists and laymen
after Hiroshima was: Did we need to drop the bomb? The question
was asked and answered in 1966 in Fair Warning, by Hollywood film
editors George S. Simpson and Neal M. Burger. As one would expect,
their book is slick but serious, laced with explicit sex and even more
explicit language. Almost every figure of importance on the international scene in 1945 makes at least a token appearance, and the action
moves with explosive speed.
Germany has surrendered and Japan is close to exhaustion. The
Potsdam conference is coming up and the first atomic bomb is about
to be tested. A good many people are having second thoughts about
what Oppenheimer and his crew have wrought. Among them are Secretary of State Henry R. Stimson and Chief of Staff General George C.
Marshall. The question in their minds is: Would the Japanese surrender
if they realized the power of the new weapon, saving thousands, perhaps millions, of lives? President Harry S. Truman, however, is eager
to drop the bomb. If the Japanese are to be warned, Truman will have
to be bypassed somehow.
At this point enters Stefan Thyssen, a famous Swedish arbitrator
and peace maker. At his suggestion Stimson and Marshall call in Captain Patrick Timothy Snyder, a tough, efficient, indomitable fellow stationed at Los Alamos with army intelligence. They promote him to
major and put him in charge of the project. He will take a group of
scientists to Okinawa as soon as the bomb is tested and will arrange
to demonstrate it to a group of Japanese scientists who willcarry the
word to the generals. AJapanese physicist named Nakimura, a prisoner
of war, is assigned to the mission as expert and interpreter. A fine
character, he becomes Snyder'S firm friend and ally.
The University of California at Berkeley, where the task force is assembled, is surrounded by and infiltrated by Russian diplomats and
spies, and Snyder is frustrated from the start. The plane which is to
carry Snyder's scientists is manned by Russian agents who head across
the Pacific for Siberia. Snyder and Nakimura pursue them, watch them
crash on Sakhalin, and almost succeed in getting the warning to the
Japanese leaders, but Hiroshima is destroyed before they can do so.
The book has something to say to every American who has asked:
"How could this happen?" and has felt the weight of our national guilt.
The issues are clearly stated. The army, on the one hand, was convinced
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that Japan was run by fanatics who would fight to the last man and
that an invasion could cost an American ground force a million lives.
And yet the alternative was equally unacceptable. "If you use this
horrendous weapon against anyone," Thyssen tells Stimson, "it will
destroy America's image as a defender of the oppressed. It is not a
fitting way to end the war. But if you warn them first, you may bring
about what you want most-unconditional surrender."21
What would have happened if this advice had been heeded? We
can never know if Hiroshima was really necessary, but Fair Warning is
proof that we still wonder.
Those who brooded about Hiroshima find that an extra weight
was added to the burden by the fact that secrecy had not worked; that
other countries besides the United States and Russia had the bomb,
and that any competent person with the raw materials could cobble
one together. That fact increased the danger and the apprehension
many fold. Hannah Brock in The Zolta Configuration tells Maberry, "Any
bright student with training in physics and access to a good library
could do the same." Jeffrey Katy, in the same novel, has designed an
A-bomb as a class exercise. The Morland trial had demonstrated that
the recipe for making even the H-bomb was at least partially known.
Novelist Lawrence Dunning saw what was going on and produced
Keller's Bomb, a 1978 paperback thriller. 22 It is not a Los Alamos novel,
though some of the scenes are set in Santa Fe, but the connection is
obvious.
General Hector Alonzo Rodriguez, leader of a revolutionary group
in Argentina, leads members of his party to the United States, kidnaps
a graduate student in physics from the University of Houston, takes
him to a hideout in Santa Fe and puts him to work making a bomb,
using plutonium stolen from the Los Alamos project. When young
Keller balks, his girl friend is kidnapped also and tortured until he
gives in. Rodriguez blows up a small town in South Dakota to prove
his capability, then threatens to destroy San Francisco unless the United
States provides millions to support his cause. It takes fast and furious
action in the final chapters to defeat him.
Like most novelists who deal with bomb matters, Dunning has
done considerable homework and his technical explanations will satisfy
a layman. He has,· of course, a sure-fire plot device, used over and
over by bomb novelists: the horrendous consequences if the wrong
21. George E. Simpson and Neal R. Burger, Fair Warning (New York: Delacorte Press,
1986), 7.
.
22. Lawrence Dunning, Keller's Bomb (New York: Avon Books, 1978).

62

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1990

people get hold of the bomb. Otherwise Dunning does not come to
grips with any of the major issues. His book aims at nothing higher
than telling a good story. It is an example of the commercial fiction
fathered by the bomb.
Los Alamos novels on a somewhat higher level, written with the
mass market in mind, brought the spy motif to the fictional scene.
Sooner or later some novelist was bound to wonder if anybody had
tried to penetrate the elaborate security arrangements on the Hill and
walk away with Oppenheimer's formulas. Though Americans were far
in the lead, both the Germans and the Japanese were believed to be
designing bombs of their own. Desperation during the closing phases
of the war might well have induced them to try to destroy or steal
bomb secrets. An accomplished spy-Japanese, German, or Russianmight well find a way.
Frank Castle, in his novel Murder in Red, was the first to think of
a way. 23 The spy does not even try to get through the reservation fence,
but he finds plenty to do just outside. At a place called Starlight Ranch,
just west of the fence, the Russians are working on some sort of secret
device that the American counter-spy organization needs to know about.
To get somebody inside the place, an American with a photographic
memory is sent to Germany where, through hypnosis, indoctrination,
and drugs, his true identity is removed and he becomes Kurt Weber,
an East German scientist. When he knows everything Kurt knows, he
comes to Starlight Ranch as a Russian agent who is to memorize the
blueprints for a force ray leaked to the Russians by a Los Alamos
scientist. Machinery for generating the force ray has been set up at
Starlight Ranch, which is close to a cave where atomic warheads are
stored. The plan is to detonate one of them as it is being taken out of
storage, blocking the exit tunnel so that no more can be removed for
some time. This will give the Russians time to move on the United
States without fear of retaliation.
The whole idea of the force ray is a hoax dreamed up to keep the
Russians busy while the United States perfects a guidance system for
ICBMs. The machine and the ranch are destroyed when a warhead
accidentally goes off. Kurt, who has regained his memory and his
identity, boards ship for Europe to turn the useless diagram over to
the Russians.
There is not a great deal to be said for this complicated and hardto-believe thriller. Kurt is a good character and the chase sequences
23. Frank Castle, Murder in Red (New York: Fawcett, 1956).

C. L. SONNICHSEN

63

keep the reader's fascinated attention. The plot, however, is the product of a fevered imagination and the author seems never to have been
in New Mexico. His people drive all the way around Los Alamos as if
it were an enclosure out on the open prairie and he thinks the Mescalero
Apaches make jewelry (they do not). The book is a pioneer effort,
however, and better spy novels are just around the corner.
In the Los Alamos spy thrillers, as in many others, it is necessary
to make the foreign agent attractive, efficient, resourceful, and daring.
If he does not provide extraordinary obstacles, the American spy-hunters will not look good. As a result the foreigners tend to steal the show.
They seduce the reader's sympathies away from the good guys, always
in hot pursuit and frustrated until the very end.
A beautiful, willing, and often lethal woman accompanies the master spy, providing raw material for at least two heavy sex scenes in
. which the author makes capital of his sexual fantasies. The language
employed by both men and women is that supposedly used on all
occasions by people of our time. Children of previous generations who
used such talk usually had their mouths washed out with soap and
water. Often involving flight and pursuit, the stories are well researched, suspenseful, and hard to put down. They are conceived as
multiple stories. The leading character in each one is followed from
childhood to the critical moment when all the subplots intersect.
An excellent example of the type is The Prometheus Operation, by
Mark Elder. 24 It comes close to being a first-class performance though
it follows the formula almost to the letter.
The German super spy is Stefan Roebling, a German aristocrat of
wide experience, great skill, and irresistible charm. He is transferred
from the Abwehr to the German secret service at the request of Major
Helmut Joost, who hates and despises him. Unknown to his superiors,
Joost sets up the Prometheus Operation which will take Roebling to
Los Alamos and, Joost hopes, his death. His machinations include
tipping the CIA off to Roebling's every move.
In the United States Roebling picks up Erika Huntington, a German agent in deep cover, married to an absent naval officer. They fall
in love as they work their way across the country, closely pursued by
Greg Allison of the CIA, a good man fanatical about his business but
never quite able to corner the resourceful German.
Stefan and Erika get into Los Alamos, posing as water inspectors.
They almost succeed in destroying Oppenheimer and his scientists by
24. Mark Elder, The Prometheus Operation (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company,
1980).
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tossing a plastic bomb through the open window of a lecture room,
but Allison finally catches up and shoots them both. They recover,
however, and look forward to being deported to an island in the Pacific
where they wil] remain in connubial bliss unt,il the war is over and
they can go back to Germany.
Roebling is so clever, efficient, and debonair that no female reader
will be able to resist him. Allison, on the other hand, is dogged and
humorless, is continually outsmarted, and is losing the woman he loves
because he will not stay home and be a husband to her. Greg should
be the hero, but the competition is too much for him. Erika is almost
as charismatic as Stefan. The author cannot resist them either, and
cannot bring himself to give them the punishment they deserve.
A less impressive performance is Allen Maxwell's Steal the Sun
(1981). World War II is nearly over, Fat Man is about to be tested. Russia
and Japan know about it and send their most potent spies to disrupt
the enterprise. The plan is to steal the components on their way to
assembly in San Francisco if the Trinity Site test is successful. Waiting
in Mexico is the greatest Japanese spy, a compassionate but conscientious gentleman known as Kestrel. There too is a top Russian agent,
a turncoat English woman named Vanessa Taylor, with Marek, her
brutal subordinate. Working against them is a grim and ruthless army
intelligence captain known only as Finn. General Groves at Los Alamos
sends him out with complete authority over all government agencies
to help him round up the spies.
Essential to the plot is Refugio Reyes y Rincon, a dive operator
and all-purpose crook from Juarez, Mexico, who smuggles Vanessa and
Marek into the United States, expecting to sell them out to the Japanese.
Meanwhile Finn and Kestrel have made contact and Finn arranges for
Kestrel to watch the test at Trinity Site. The Japanese realizes that his
country is doomed and gets word to the generals, but they will not
believe him.
The Russians succeed in stealing the components of the bomb
when they are shipped to San Francisco for assembly, but they do not
understand radiation problems and Refugio is fatally exposed. The
uranium ends up in a Japanese relocation camp, where Finn finally
gets it back for the Americans and the drop at Hiroshima is assured.
Maxwell lets his plot get away from him in the final episodes, the
Mexican characters are stereotypes, and the others are not entirely
convincing, but the book takes a firm stand on one of the great questions: Was there a need for Hiroshima? Finn remembers how the Japanese on Okinawa threw their children over the cliffs into the sea rather
than let them fall into the hands of the Americans. He is convinced
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that every Japanese will die rather than surrender and General Groves
agrees. "As we all learned," he says, "the Japs were rather good at
defending islands. A forewarned, entrenched enemy fighting on his
own ground. Christ! Well, Captain, would you care to guess what the
casualty estimates are?" He thinks a million would be "damned conservative."25
Interest in the Los Alamos story was still strong as the eighties
dawned, thirty-five years after Trinity, and some good novelists with
fresh points of view were at work. Thomas McMahon led off in 1980
with a curiously titled book, Principles of American Nuclear Chemistry: A
Novel. The story itself is just as curious. The principal actors are there
under other names (Oppenheimer is called Sandemann-Sandy) and
.bomb making is going on, but the emphasis is on the private lives of
people on the Hill. The events are observed by an adolescent boy who
recalls them many years later. His father, physicist Howard Reeves,
leaves his pregnant wife in Massachusetts and joins the bomb makers.
At Oak Ridge in Tennessee he forms a liaison with Mary Ann, a beautiful and unusual young woman who lives with Howard and Tommy
at Los Alamos. The menage il trois holds together until Mary Ann, who
is' neurotic anyway, becomes convinced that she is being used and·
marries one of the scientists. Tommy, of course, is in love with her and
remembers her vividly and fondly. Years later he finds that he cannot
make love to another woman until he can conquer this obsession.'
The charader who fares worst, however, is not Tommy but Sandemann (Oppenheimer). McMahon shows him in some situations which,
if true, are not generally known. For example, at one point Sandemann
leaves for Santa Fe, arranging with the guard to be readmitted. The
guard is changed, however, and the replacement, finding that Sandy
is carrying a hunting knife, attacks him and keeps him in the guard
house overnighf During this confinement, Sandemann figures out the
final step which will make the bomb work. 26
McMahon writes with the frankness of the eighties, which will
recommend him to some !e~ders, but not to all. His real contribution
is his picture of life on the Hill in the days when living was just two
degrees above primitive. The book has the quality of a personal reminiscence, and, in some degree, it probably is:
Larry Bogard's Los Alamos Light follows much the same pattern. 27
25. Allen Maxwell, Steal the Sun (New York: Richard Marek, 1981), 25.
26. Thomas McMahon, Principles of American Nuclear Chemistry: A Novel (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1970), 80.
27. Larry Bogard, Los Alamos Light (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1983).
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Remembered by a person who was there as a child, it rings just as
true. Action begins when Oppenheimer comes to Boston to enlist physicist George Chilton in his project. George, a widower, agrees to go
and takes his sixteen year old daughter Maggie along. At first Maggie
is desolate and depressed, but she becomes interested in the native
cultures, takes up pottery making, and is attracted to ranch-boy Gabriel
Valdez, an intelligent and compassionate person. Maggie was certainly
there. Pictures of individuals and groups on the dust jacket suggest a
family album, and only a person who had been there could know about
the water pipes, laid on the ground, freezing in winter, or the way the
houses filled with smoke and soot when the maintenance men lighted
the furnaces every winter.
Thomas Wiseman's Savage Day is at the other extreme: it is completely fanciful and one has to hunt for a grain of truth in it. The key
figures are there, however, apparently drawn from life. Oppenheimer
is Bamberger (Bambi), "tall and very thin and tightly built, with a nose
like the beak of an exotic bird. . . . "28 General Groves is General Brown;
Teller appears as Leo Hepler, a cantankerous scientist who feuds with
Bambi and cries murder when he is the victim of a fatal error like the
one described in The Accident. The key character, however, is Helen
Bamberger. She is sexually voracious and has torrid affairs with Hepler
and others, and she keeps adiary which exposes everything and everybody.
Greg McClure, a security guard, becomes important at the end.
Obviously mad, he joins the penitentes, a secret religious sect, kidnaps
three children and plans to kill them on Easter Sunday for the sins of
their fathers. His plot is frustrated but the novel can hardly be said to
come to a good end. The penitentes are Mexicans--not Indians--and
their haunts are far from Los Alamos. They would never have admitted
an Anglo man and they would never have tolerated human sacrifice.
The most distressing departure from reality, however, is the character
of Helen Bamberger. Wiseman could have been sued for that.
Another 1983 novel about Los Alamos and the birth of the bomb
was William Prochnau's Countrymen of Bones, which insults nobody and
starts with an original and unusual idea. "What," Prochnau must have
asked himself, "would happen if an archaeologist found an absolutely
unique burial mound at Trinity Site before Oppenheimer chooses it?
Suppose he has a brother high-placed in Washington who pulls strings
to keep him digging while the site is being readied for Fat Man. What
28. Thomas Wiseman, Savage Day (New York: Delacorte Press, 1981), 7..

C. L. SONNICHSEN

67

then?" The novel is the answer, its major interest being in the murky
interiors of the three major characters.
First comes Private Anna Brown, assistant to Lloyd Coulter, a
scientist who is close to Oppenheimer. Coulter is obsessed by her, but
she develops more than a casual interest in Darrell Reeves, the archaeologist from the University of New Mexico who is conducting the
dig. Oppenheimer allows Reeves to go on 'working right up to zero
hour, and Anna is fascinated by him. Driven out of his mind, Coulter
rapes her and then, in equally violent throes of contrition, saves both
of them from incineration as the countdown ends.
Everybody seems to be losing his mind. A dispossessed rancher
goes after the guards with a rifle, takes refuge in Reeves' dig, and
casually destroys some of the relics Reeves has uncovered. Reeves kills
him with a trowel.
The dig has uncovered the burial of an Indian moundbuilder far
from his home a thousand miles farther east, who has had a fatal
encounter with a party of far-ranging Spaniards. They are all there in
the tomb, and Reeves reconstructs a fascinating story about them. The
Indian belonged to a widely-spread death cult which took this way of
escaping from the violence they foresaw coming with the Europeans.
There is a parallel, of course, between what these Indians dreaded and
what thoughtful people, including novelists, foresaw after Trinity. Coulter
overhears two workmen speculating about the bomb. He does not
laugh at their ignorance. "The time would come when they finally
understood for themselves. "29
It is easy to pick flaws in Prochnau's novel. His acquaintance with
the geography of southern New Mexico is superficial. Oppenheimer
and Groves would never have allowed Reeves to keep on digging.
Anna Brown does not seem the least bit seductive and would not drive
any man mad. Reeves, however, is well handled and his discoveries
touch off some very interesting revelations about American archaeology.
A striking and successful novel by an American living in England,
James Thackara's America's Children (1984) is a vividly realized fictional
biography of Robert Oppenheimer. "Oppie" is just back from his studies in Europe on his way to his professorship in California. We share
his every thought and act as he and his left-leaning wife Kitty form
friendships with radical thinkers-"freedom fighters" to them. We study
him as director of the Manhattan Project as he works with General
Groves and the crew of European and American scientists getting ready
29. Robert Olen Butler, Countrymen of Bones (New York: Horizon Press, 1983), 150.
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to test the A-bomb. We are with him after Hiroshima as he tries to
prevent testing of the H-bomb and labors to place atomic affairs in the
hands of an international commission. He is frustrated at every turn,
however. The generals, the politicians, and the American people "refuse to believe in Trinity," and in the end this "global humanist," whose
motives seem a mystery to everybody, has his security clearance removed and dies in obscurity and disgrace. 3o Only Albert Einstein, his
colleague at Princeton, sees his downfall as a triumph. "Of all of us
who opposed," he says, "you lasted the longest."3!
Thackara gives Oppenheimer a crown of thorns and a Calvary.
"Poor fat Groves," ignorant and stupid but cunning, is Judas Iscariot
in this pitiful drama, and Truman is Pontius Pilate.
The novel brings them all to palpable life, even Edith Warner
(Frank Waters' heroine), to Thackara "a wrinkled old woman" dying
among her guests in what he calls her "ranch house." We are never
sure, however, whether Oppie is the real one or an interesting invention of Thackara.
Next and perhaps best of the Los Alamos bomb novels is Martin
Cruz Smith's Stallion Gate (1986), named for the entrance to Trinity Site.
Not as successful as Gorky Park, nor as gripping as Night Wing, it is a
fine professional job with believable characters, a good plot, and convincing dialogue.
Sergeant Joe Hernandez, irresistible to women, has been caught
with the colonel's wife and sent to Leavenworth. Oppenheimer knows
him, gets him out, and has him assigned as his driver. Joe is part local
Indian and steals dynamite for his relatives' turquoise mine, but he
has other interests. He is a fine jazz pianist (Teller says he could play
Beethoven) and is a service-champion boxer. He sleeps with various
women, including the inevitable German female scientist, but his dream
is to own an Albuquerque night club. To raise the purchase money he
agrees to fight the local champion, does so on the night before the
bomb goes off, and wins enough money to buy the club.
Smith does not dodge the burning questions. Oppenheimer agonizes over the moral issues and wishes the Japanese could be warned.
Anna Weiss, the German physicist, complains that the bomb makers
are not looking beyond their experiments. 32 Smith does not lecture on
secrecy but we watch Klaus Fuchs pass the classified data to Harry
Gold on the bridge at Santa Fe, and the conclusion is obvious. The
30. James Thackara, America's Children (London: Chatto & Windus, 1984), 7.
31. Ibid., 327.
32. Martin Cruz Smith, Stallion Gate (New York: Random House, 1986), 184.
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experiment with the two hemispheres of plutonium is run past us
again. There is no doubt where Smith stands on the great questions,
but he never lets them take over his story.
Los Alamos, of course, did not cease operations with the termination of the Manhattan Project, and neither did the novelists writing
about it. One story deals with the Hill in the post-Oppenheimer period:
The Search, by Robert Mayer. Herbert Feeney, a physicist working on
the Hill, is the son of one of Oppenheimer's scientists: He is obsessed
by what he believes is his father's guilt and concocts a complicated
scheme to brand a Chinese computer specialist on the Hill as a Russian
spy. Dr. Chou, incidentally is married to Feeney's former wife. Feeney
is finally eliminated, but not until he has killed two innocent people
and endangered others. He soliloquizes just after he has killed a Catholic priest:
It was no different than dropping bombs on civilians from 30,000

feet, for which many a fine American had received a medal of valor
in recent years. And it had been painless, instantaneous. No lingering agony of radiation in which the early pioneers had specialized: Oppenheimer. Bohr. Teller. His father. Give him time and
he might save the world from the seeds of destruction they had
sown. 33
A more impressive performance is The Organ Builder (1988), a first
novel by talented New Yorker Robert Cohen. Los Alamos is revisited
twenty-nine years after Trinity, but the Manhattan Project and the
harnessing of nuclear energy are really peripheral aspects of the story.
Herschel (Hesh) Freeman, a rising young New York lawyer, tells his
own story, a record of his painful double pilgrimage in search of his
father and of himself.
Eli Friedmann, the father, was a doubly talented physicist and
musician who helped to create the A-bomb and test the H-bomb. Hesh
spent the first six years of his life on the Hill. Then his parents separated
and he lost touch with his father. After Eniwetok in the South Pacific,
Eli left the project and disappeared.
Twenty years later Arthur Gordon and his beautiful wife Abby
plan to do a television documentary on Eli and his flight, and Hesh
becomes involved with them. When Charley Goldwyn, his boss, flies
33. Robert Mayer, The Search (Garden City: Doubleday, 1986), 62. Chaim Patak's
The Book of Lights (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1981) is not set at Los Alamos but involves
the son of a scientist who worked on the Hill and his reaction to his father's "guilt" is
the core of the story.
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to New Mexico on law business, Hesh goes along and revisits the scenes
of his childhood, bypassing Trinity Site for a flight to Mexico City with
Abby. He returns in haste when Arthur telephones that he has found
Hesh's father.
The announcement turns out to be premature. After leaving Los
Alamos Eli joined forces with a group of visionary scientists who are
building a nuclear-powered space ship which will take them to the
stars. When this project falls through, Eli uses their headquarters near
the California coast to build tracker organs. By the time Hesh and
Arthur locate the factory, Eli has disappeared again and is seen briefly
savoring the architecture and the organ music of the great French
cathedrals.
Eli is the only character who appears to have solved his personal
problems. The rest seem unable to find meaning in their lives. Abby
asks herself hopelessly if she will ever grow Up.34 Charley Goldwyn
concludes that "We are all swine."35 Arthur remarks to Hesh, "You hate
your job; your home life is a mess; you have got no time for yourself,
no creative involvements in anything, and you are miserable."36
At the end of the story Abby, at least, is about to create something.
She is pregnant, but we are not sure who the father is.
Preoccupied as he is with the agonies and ecstasies of his characters, Cohen can spare very little time for the great questions. He
makes it clear, however, that the scientists are perturbed about what
they are doing. Max Baker, Eli's colleague, compares the scientists to
the slaves who built the pyramids. Eli himself silently resents the tight
security and the dominance of the army, and he realizes with something
like horror that the bomb will be dropped somewhere, even though
the Germans have surrendered. The other side gets a hearing, however,
when Abby interviews Eli's former friend and associate, Dr. David
Sobol, still working on the Hill. "The thing was technically sweet," he
says (using Oppenheimer's phrase). "It worked. That was the thing
that mattered." When Abby throws Hiroshima at him, he replies, "We
weren't monsters and we weren't devils. We were-and are-scientists. It's our duty and our passion to find out how the world works."37
Cohen leaves it at that.
34. Robert Cohen, The Organ Builder (New York: Harper & Row, 1988), 79.
35. Ibid., 67.
36. Ibid., 129, 131.
37. Two unimportant novels set some scenes in locations resembling Los Alamos.
Kenneth Robeson's The Glass Man uses the Invisible-Man theme to motivate a tale of
revenge in a desert setting in New Mexico. A deserted Indian pueblo is the scene of
much of the action. A volume in the Avenger Series, published by Warner, it had gone
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These twenty Los Alamos novels do not represent a high-water
mark in the history of American fiction, but they do have significance
as a group and the best of them face the issues with seriousness and
sometimes with passion. 38 Secret, The Accident, The Woman at Otowi Crossing, and Stallion Gate are important as fiction and as penetrating commentary on the Great Experiment. Of these four, Stallion Gate is probably
the most important as a work of fiction, though members of the Waters
cult would disagree. They all remember Los Alamos and Hiroshima,
and they look for answers to the great questions-the questions raised
at Trinity Site at the beginning of a new and fearful chapter in human
history.

into a fifth printing in 1985. Its genus is pure pot-boiler and it has nothing but fast action
to recommend it. John Masters' The Breaking Strain (New York: Delacorte Press; 1967)
has little more to recommend. it. An Iceland-born scientist defects from Russia, comes
to the United States, and spends a few days at a nuclear laboratory in the desert in
western New Mexico. Almost immediately he takes off on a mysterious journey, pursued
by the rest of the cast, and never comes back. After Masters' successful Bhowani Junction,
this is a feeble effort.
38. "Hiroshima remembered" is the theme of Martin Booth's powerful and moving
novel Hiroshima loe (Boston: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1986). Captain Joseph Sandringham,
a British prisoner of war held near Hiroshima, enters the city immediately after the
bombing. We see the cataclysm through his eyes as he absorbs a lethal dose of radiation.
Booth is one of many novelists who has made literary capital of Hiroshima, but he is
.
certainly one of themostmoving.
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